
  
 
 

 
 

 
ПОРЯДОК І ПОЯСНEННЯ БОГОСЛУЖEНЬ 

SCHEDULE AND EXPLANATION OF SERVICES 
 

April 20   
Лазарева Субота - Saturday of Lazarus 

8 a.m. - Matins 
10 a.m. – Hierarchical Divine Liturgy – His Grace, Bishop Stephen of Toronto 

Diaconal Ordination of Subdeacon Michael Hayes 
7 p.m. – All-Night Vigil (Vespers+Matins) and Blessing of Willow Branches 

“Assuring us before Your Passion of the general resurrection, 
You raised Lazarus from the dead, O Christ God;….” 

Catechesis:  Saturday is usually the day for the Commemoration of the Dead. Today we take comfort in the 
raising of Lazarus, brother of Martha and Mary and apply the lesson to our own loved ones who have reposed. 
Today is also a Baptismal Day. At Liturgy we sing: “All you who have been baptized into Christ.” 
  

April 21  
Квітна Неділя – Palm Sunday - Entrance into Jerusalem 

9:30 a.m. – Reading of the 3rd and 6th Hours. 
10 a.m. – Festal Divine Liturgy 

Catechesis: Jesus, who has constantly rejected all attempts to glorify Him, now accepts, even arranges, for this 
glorification. The history of Israel is now coming to an end, for the purpose of that history was to announce and 
to prepare the kingdom of God, the coming of the Messiah. Now it is fulfilled. With our branches we renew our 
oath to the King, we confess His Kingdom as the ultimate meaning and content of our life. 
  

April 22, 23, 24 
Holy and Great Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

8 - 9 a.m. (each morning) - Bridegroom Matins 
5 – 6:30 p.m. (each evening) - Presanctified Liturgy 

Catechesis: A dramatic singing each morning of the text:  “Behold, the Bridegroom comes at midnight 
and blessed is the servant whom He shall find watching….” These days direct us towards the End, which 
is the Beginning of new life.  One warning runs through all of the stichera:  The End and the Judgment are 
approaching, let us prepare for them!  The morning readings are listed below. Throughout Lent the readings at 
Vespers were from Genesis and Proverbs.  In Holy Week, they are replaced by Exodus and Job, the Sufferer, the 
Old Testament icon of Christ.  Note:  The Prayer of St. Ephraim is still said these three days. The readings: 
Monday morning: Matthew 21: 18ff - The story of the fig tree (a world created to bear fruit, but not doing so)  
Tuesday morning: Matthew 22: 15ff – Condemnation of Pharisees who “shut the Kingdom of heaven to men.” 
Wednesday morning:  John 12: 17-50 – “He that rejects my words has one that judges him, the word that I 
have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last days.” 
 



April 25 
Святий і Великий Четвер - Holy and Great Thursday 

8 a.m. - Matins 
4 – 6 p.m. Vespers with Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

“When the glorious disciples were illumined by washing at the Supper, Then the impious Judas 
darkened with love of silver, and to the unjust judges does he betray Thee, the just Judge….” 

Catechesis:  This is the day of the Last Supper and the Betrayal of Judas.  The Last Supper is the restoration of 
the paradise of bliss, of life as Eucharist and Communion.   Readings this day:  Exodus 19 – God’s descent from 
Mount Sinai to His people as an image of God’s coming in the Eucharist.   Job 38 – God’s conversation with Job 
and Job’s answer: “Who will utter to me what I understand not? – these “great and wonderful things” are 
fulfilled in the gift of Christ’s Body and Blood.  Isaiah 50: 4ff – the beginning of the prophecies on the suffering 
servant of God.  Epistle: I Corinthians 11: 23ff – St. Paul’s account of the Last Supper.  Gospel: The full story of 
the Last Supper, the betrayal of Judas and Christ’s arrest in the garden.   
 

At the Divine Liturgy, in place of Cherubic Hymn and “Let our mouths be filled” we sing: 
“Accept me this day, O Son of God, as a partaker of Your mystical supper….” 

In place of “It is truly right” we sing this Irmos: 
“Come, you faithful, come let us lift up our minds on high, and enjoy the Master’s hospitality, 

and the Table of Immortal Life in the upper room;” 
 

8 - 11 p.m. 
Страсті - Matins of the Passion – Twelve Passion Gospels 

We are present at the Judgment, the Cross and the Tomb.    
“Слава страстям Твоїм, Господи! – Glory to Your Passion, O Lord!” 

“Слава долготерпіннію Твоєму, Господи! – Glory to Your Long-suffering, O Lord.” 
 

“Претерпівий за нас Страсті – Having endured the Passion for us 
Ісусе Христе, Сину Божий, помилуй нас! – Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us!“ 

 

April 26  
Велика і Свята Пятниця - Great and Holy Friday 

8 - 10 a.m.  
Царські Часи - Royal Hours 

The Vigil continues.  Additional clergy present for the Mystery of Repentance (confession) 
6 - 8:30 p.m. 

Вечірня Погребення - Vespers of Entombment 
The  Death and Burial of our Lord, Jesus Christ 

“Благообразний Іосиф….” 
“The noble Joseph took Your most pure body down from the Cross, 

He wrapped it in a clean linen – with aromatic spices, and sadly laid it in a new tomb.” 
 

After the service, the faithful approach to venerate the Shroud according to custom.  We sing the much-loved 
hymn “Страдальна Мати - Stradal’na Maty.   The candles are dimmed and Jerusalem Matins begins. 
 

Jerusalem Matins in English (Saturday morning in Ukrainian) 
8 – 10 p.m. 

The Vigil at the Tomb 
“In a grave they laid you, O my life and my Christ, 

And the armies of the angels were sore amazed 
As they sang the song of your submissive love.” 



 

Catechesis:  Life enters the Kingdom of death.  The Divine Light shines in its terrible darkness.  Then, for the 
first time, the song of victory in the troparia sung each Sunday morning:  “The company of angels was amazed,  
beholding you, O Savior, numbered among the dead….”  At the Canon the theme goes from funeral lamentation 
to the victory over death.  Irmos 9 of the Canon: 

Do not lament me, O Mother, seeing me in the tomb; 
the Son whom you conceived in yout womb without seed; 
for I shall rise, and be glorified with eternal glory as God, 
I shall exult all who magnify you in faith and in love….. 

 

Procession with the Plashchanytsia through the Cemetery 
(explanation unnecessary for those who have witnessed this….) 

 

Readings: Ezechiel 37 (The prophecy of the dry bones);  I Corinthians 5:6, Gal.3 3:13-14) A little leaven leavens 
the whole lump – Christ, our Pascha, is this leaven for the resurrection of all.  Alleluia verse: “ Let God arise, let 
His enemies be scattered!”  Gospel Lesson: Matthew 27:ff.  The tomb was “….made secure by sealing the stone 
and setting a guard.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 27  
Велика і Свята Субота - Great and Holy Saturday 

 “This is the day of rest, on which from all His works, rests the only begotten Son of God” 
9 – 10:30 a.m. – Єрусалимська Утреня (по українське) 

Величаємо тебе, життєдавче Христе,…. 
5 – 7:30 p.m. - Vespers with Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

Catechesis:  The first Eucharist of Easter – clergy begin in dark vestments, at “Alleluia” change to white.  This 
is a Baptismal Liturgy with 15 readings. The history of salvation is read to us.  During the reading from 
Exodus 13, 20ff,  this refrain:  “Let us sing to the Lord,  for gloriously has He been gloried!”  During the 
reading from Daniel 3: 1ff, this refrain: “Praise the Lord and exalt Him throughout all the ages!”   
 

During the Prokimenon as the dark vestments are replaced by light ones, we sing:   “Arise, O God, judge the 
earth for to Thee belong all the nations!” and laurel leaves are victoriously strewn throughout the 
church as a sign of Christ conquering death and hades.  In place of the Cherubic Hymn, we sing: “ Let all 
mortal flesh keep silent and stand with fear and trembling let it take no thought for any earthly thing, 
for the King of Kings and Lord of Lords draws near to be sacrificed; given as food to the faithful. Lo 
before Him go the angelic choirs with the principalities and powers, the many-eyed cherubim and the 
six-winged seraphim, who cover their faces as they sing this hymn:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!” 
 

We return to our homes in anticipation of the morning to come…. 



April 28 
ВОСКРEСEННЯ – ПАСХА – PASCHA – RESURRECTION 

  ВEЛИКДEНЬ! - THE GREAT DAY! 
Doors open at 5 a.m. for final visit to the Tomb. 

 

5:30 a.m. – Надгробне - the Vigil at the Tomb and Removal of Plashchanytsia 
 

6 a.m. – Procession and Resurrection Matins 
“Воскресення Твоє, Христе Спасе, ангели оспівують на небесах 

і нас на землі сподоби чистим серцем Тебе оспівувати і славити!” 

“Angels in heaven, O Christ our Saviour, sing of Your Resurrection, 
enable us here on earth to glorify You with a pure heart!” 

 

Resurrection Matins concludes with the Paschal Sermon of St. John Chrysostom 
Immediately afterwards, the Festal Divine Liturgy,  

then, the blessing of Paschal foods outdoors. 
 

7 p.m. – Вечірня Пасхи - Agape Vespers  
“Who is so great a God as our God? 

Thou art the God who doest wonders!” 
 

The perfect ending to the Perfect Day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 29 
Bright Monday – Світлий Понеділок 

9 a.m. Resurrection Matins 
10 a.m.  Божественна Літургія – Divine Liturgy 

 
 
 

Хрїстос́ъ воскрес́е! 
Вои́стинꙋ воскрес́е!  

 

* 
Χριστός ἀνέστη! 
Ἀληθῶς ἀνέστη! 

 

* 
Le Christ est 
ressuscité !  

En vérité il est 
ressuscité ! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Христос воскрес! 
Воістину воскрес!  

 

* 
 Hristos a înviat! 

Adevărat a înviat! 
 

* 
Chrystus 

zmartwychwstał! 
Prawdziwie 

zmartwychwstał! 
 
 
 
 


