
РІЗДВЯНІ БОГОСЛУЖЕННЯ  -  CHRISTMAS SERVICES  
 

December 22 – Friday  
Strict Fast – Строгий Піст 

8 a.m. - Царські Часи - Royal Hours & Сповідь/Confession 
In the great cathedral of Hagia Sophia in Constantinople, the Byzantine Emperor was present each year at the 
service beginning the celebration of the Nativity of Christ. Therefore, the Hours preceding the Vespers and 
Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great on Christmas Eve are given the name "Royal Hours." The Royal Hours give 
us a whole atmosphere surrounding the birth of Our Lord: the venality of Herod who fears being supplanted; 
Joseph's fear of disgrace; Mary's faith, which leads her to inspire Joseph—and us—with words like "mystery" 
and "wonder" to describe the event she does not fully understand but has fully accepted. 
Father Alexander Schmemann has rightly called the Royal Hours "one last meditation on the cosmical 
meaning of the Nativity, on the decisive and radical change it performed in the entire creation." 
 

December 23 – Saturday 
7 p.m. – Велика Вечірня-Great Vespers & Сповідь/Confession 

 

December 24 – Sunday   
НАВЕЧІРЯ РІЗДВА- Eve of Nativity 
10 a.m. -  Divine Liturgy  (Note: no Matins) 

Note #1: The Services of Sunday do not replace those of Monday, and vice versa. 
Note #2: For pastoral and practical reasons,  Vespers served after Sunday coffee 

1 p.m. - Різдвяна Вечірня - Nativity Vespers & Holy Confession 
At this services the Old Testament prophecies of Christ’s birth are chanted, emphasizing the prophecy of 
Micah which foretells Bethlehem as the birthplace of the Saviour, and the prophecies of Isaiah about the 
appearance and character of the Messiah: 
The Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name 
Emmanuel, which translated is, God with us (Is 7.14–15). 

 

БДІННЯ РОЖДЕСТВА - VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY 
8 p.m. - Повечеріє/Great Compline  -  9 p.m. - Matins  

The Vigil of Christmas begins with Great Compline, highlighted once again by the solemn chanting of “God 
is with us” and the words of the prophecy of Isaiah. At Compline there is also the singing of the Troparion 
and Kontakion of the feast along with the special hymns glorifying the Saviour’s birth. There are also the 
special long litanies of intercession and the solemn blessing of the five loaves of bread together with the wheat 
and the wine of which the faithful partake and the oil with which they are anointed. 
The Christmas Matins proceed as usual. The gospel reading from Matthew (1:18-25) tells of the birth of 
Christ, and all of the hymns and verses glorify his appearance on earth: 
Christ is born, glorify him. Christ is from heaven, go to meet him. Christ is an earth, be ye lifted up. Sing to 
the Lord, all the earth. Sing out with gladness, all ye people. For he is glorified. (First Ode of the Christmas 
Canon) 
 

December 25 - Monday 
NATIVITY OF CHRIST - РІЗДВО ХРИСТОВЕ 

10 a.m. – Літургія/Divine Liturgy   
Коляда – Carols and Fellowship to follow 


